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Bead Seating Tools

 WARNING

• EXCEEDING MAXIMUM PRESSURE CAN RESULT IN DEATH OR SERIOUS 
INJURY. MAXIMUM PRESSURE IS 150-psi/10.3 bar.

• ONLY FILL TANK FROM A LOW-PRESSURE COMPRESSOR, OPERATING 
PRESSURE IS 45-120-psi/3-8 bar.

• WEAR SAFETY GOGGLES, HEARING PROTECTION, AND GLOVES.

• DISCHARGE THE TANK WHEN NOT IN USE. DO NOT WORK ON ANY 
FITTINGS WHEN THE TANK IS PRESSURIZED.

 WARNING

THIS PRODUCT MAY CONTAIN ONE OR MORE CHEMICALS KNOWN TO THE STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA TO CAUSE CANCER AND BIRTH DEFECTS OR OTHER REPRODUCTIVE HARM.  
WASH HANDS THOROUGHLY AFTER HANDLING.
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DESCRIPTION
The Ken-Tool® MEGA AirBlast™ Bead Seating 
Tool uses compressed air to properly seat the 
bead on Auto, ATV, and Truck Tires. Please 
read the following instructions below before 
proceeding with tool operation.

It is the responsibility of the owner to make 
sure all personnel read this manual prior to 
using the device. It is also the responsibility of 
the device owner to keep this manual intact 
and in a convenient location for all to see and 
read. If the manual or product labels are lost or 
not legible, contact Ken-Tool® for replacements. 
If the operator is not fluent in English, the 
product and safety instructions shall be 
read and discussed with the operator in the 
operator’s native language by the purchaser/
owner or his designee, making sure that the 
operator comprehends its contents.

WARNING: If you do not 
know how to use tire 
changing tools – STOP! Tire 
changing should only be 
done by trained persons. 
Improper tire changing can 
result in injury or death.

BEFORE OPERATION 
Check that you have received your Ken-Tool® 
MEGA AirBlast™ Bead Setting Tool in good 
condition with no signs of damage. Please 
familiarize yourself with the components of this 
product. Note: The bead seating tool should 
arrive fully assembled except for the threaded 
barrel which must be firmly threaded onto the 
release valve assembly before use. Read the 
following instructions and safety information 
before using  
this product.

WARNING: 
Always wear OSHA and ANSI 
approved eye protection and 
safety gloves when using 
the bead seating tool. Make 
sure the area is clear of 
bystanders or hazardous 
materials before operating.

OPERATION

FILLING THE BEAD SEATING TOOL WITH AIR 
The bead seating tool can be filled with air from any 
general commercial compressed air source. Please refer to 
the tank pressure information table (3A, pg. 5) for more 
information on tire type and suggested tank pressure before 
proceeding.

1.	 Make sure the air release valve is closed and attach 
the air supply line to the PCL connector on the bead 
seating tool.

2.	Open the air intake valve to fill the bead seating tank to 
the desired air pressure.

3.	When the pressure gauge indicates that the suggested 
tank pressure has been reached, close the air intake 
valve.

4.	Disconnect the air supply line from the PCL connector.

31443 & 
31445

31444

Discharge Valve

Safety Valve

Safety Valve

Automatic  
Discharge Valve

Threaded Barrel

Air Intake Ball Valve

Digital Gauge 
(batteries included)

Digital Gauge 
(batteries included)

Air Intake Ball Valve

Threaded Barrel
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USING THE BEAD SEATER – 
HORIZONTAL POSITION FOR  
TIRE/WHEEL:
1.	 Before attempting to seat the 

bead make sure barrel flange 
is on top on the same side as 
the discharge valve – (Figs.2A, 
2B below). Rotate barrel to this 
position if necessary before 
proceeding.

2.	 Position the wheel and tire flat on 
a tire stand so that the lower side 
wall is slightly off the floor.

3.	 Be sure to seat the lower tire bead 
on the bottom flange of the wheel.

4.	Firmly hold the bead seater by 
the handle and position barrel at 
an approximate 45° downward 
angle and place the barrel flange 
on the upper edge of the wheel 
rim opposite the tire valve into the 
opening between the tire and rim. 
See Fig. 2A below.

5.	 Take the other hand and quickly 
open the discharge valve, releasing 
air into the tire (31444 model), or 
press air discharge valve button 
(31443 & 31445 aluminum models).

6.	Once you have successfully seated 
the tire, connect an air supply line 
to the tire valve to complete tire 
inflation to correct pressure.

OPERATION continued

Using The Bead Seater on a Horizontal Tire and Wheel  
Fig. 2A

Using The Bead Seater on a Vertical Tire and Wheel 
Fig. 2B

USING THE BEAD SEATER – VERTICAL POSITION FOR TIRE/WHEEL:
CAUTION: This method should only be used when there is a large gap 
between the wheel rim and tire bead or if the tire is too heavy.
WARNING: 
If the tire and wheel are not properly supported, they may fall forward 
when inflating causing harm to the bead seater operator. PLEASE USE 
EXTREME CAUTION!
1.	 Position the tire and wheel so that it is tilted slightly back and secure it 

with a tire wedge. Make sure that the tire and wheel are supported away 
from the wall to be sure once inflated the tire and wheel DO NOT FALL 
FORWARD CAUSING INJURY.

2.	The back bead of the tire (furthest from the operator) should be seated 
against the wheel rim trapping out any air. The front or wide flange of the 
wheel should be facing the operator with the tire valve stem positioned 
at the bottom of the tire.

3.	Rotate the barrel so the barrel flange is underneath (on the opposite side 
of the discharge valve).

4.	Firmly hold the bead seater by the handle and position barrel at an 
approximate 45° downward angle and place the barrel flange on the 
edge of the wheel rim near the top of the wheel, opposite the tire valve, 
into the opening between the tire and rim. See Fig. 2B below.

5.	Take the other hand and quickly open the discharge valve, releasing air 
into the tire (31444 model), or press air discharge valve button (31443 & 
31445 aluminum models).

6.	Once you have successfully seated the tire, connect an air supply line to 
the tire valve to complete tire inflation to correct pressure.

NOTE: USE EXTREME CAUTION 
Always wear OSHA and ANSI approved eye protection and safety gloves when using the bead seating tool. Make sure 
the area is clear of bystanders or hazardous materials before operating.
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OPERATING THE AIR  
RELEASE HANDLE 
Always open the air release valve 
quickly and fully in one smooth 
motion during seating operation.

LUBRICATE 
Lubricating all tire beads properly 
before using the bead seating tool is 
important. Failing to lubricate beads 
may result in poor seating.

BEAD SEATING ANGLE 
Always hold the bead seating tool 
at an angle so that the barrel points 
directly into the gap between the tire 
and rim, about 45° from vertical or 
horizontal depending on tire wheel 
position. This is important to ensure 
proper seating so that air does not 
hit the outside of the tire pushing the 
tire away OR the inside of the rim 
disallowing air to enter the tire.

BEAD SEATING TOOL APPLICATION 
The most effective position to apply 
the bead seating tool is opposite 
the tire valve, and where the gap is 
largest. This results in both sides of 
the tire receiving an air supply and 
ensures that the maximum amount 
of air enters the tire, creating the 
maximum lift. If a wedge has been 
properly used, the largest gap should 
be opposite the valve.

STORAGE 
Always store the bead seater in a cool, 
dry place, hanging by the handle with 
the air release valve open to ensure 
any built-up moisture drains from the 
tank; this also protects the barrel and 
attachments from damage.

NEVER STORE OR TRANSPORT A 
CHARGED BEAD SEATER. ALWAYS 
CHARGE BEFORE USE AND 
DISCHARGE AFTER USE!

WARNING: 
Be cautious of compressed air 
hazards and keep away from 
flammable materials and vapors.

CONSTRUCTION 
The barrel is threaded on to the air 
intake valve to allow for rotation. 
Before operating, the barrel must

 be orientated and tightened in 
accordance with the manual. Pressure 
gauge accuracy is +/- 10%.

AIR SUPPLY / CHARGING 
The Ken-Tool® MEGA 
AirBlast™ Bead Seater 31444 
has been tested and ASME/
CE approved, 31443 & 31445 

are CE approved to ensure quality. 
The pressure release valve has been 
tested and cannot exceed 150-psi/10.3 
bar. Ensure that the bead seating tool 
is only charged immediately before 
use. The bead seating tool must be 
charged from a clean, oil-free, dry air 
supply, and should only be charged 
from a low-pressure airline system (up 
to 150-psi/10.3 bar). Never fill with 
anything other than air at ambient 
temperature.

HEARING PROTECTION 
The barrel is threaded 
on to the air intake valve 
to allow for rotation. 
Check when operating 

the bead seating tool that the barrel 
is orientated in accordance with 
the manual and the barrel has been 
tightened. Note that the pressure 
gauge accuracy is +/- 10%.

NOISE SPECIFICATIONS 
(Assuming the bead seating tool 
is used, on average, 6 to 10 times 
per day): Average Equivalent 
Noise Level is approximately (L/
AEq) < 70dB. Peak C Weighted 
Instantaneous Sound Pressure = 135dB 
= 112.46 (Measurements were taken 
discharging the bead seating tool into 
free air. The noise level is reduced 
when discharged at a tire and rim.)

EYE PROTECTION 
ALWAYS wear approved 
OSHA and ANSI Z87.1-2003 
approved safety goggles 
when operating this tool. Be 

considerate of bystanders when using 
this tool and warn them accordingly.

TIRES – EXPLOSION RISK 
Before using the bead 
seating tool on a tire or 
inflating any tire:

•	ALWAYS inspect the tire for 
damage.

•	ALWAYS ensure that any locking 
ring is secured in place.

•	ALWAYS use a safety cage for 
inflating large tires or tires at high 
pressures.

•	DO NOT over inflate the tire.

•	DO NOT inflate damaged tires.

•	DO NOT use the bead seater for 
any other purpose than what it was 
designed for.

•	DO NOT store or transport a 
charged tank.

•	DO NOT use it for dusting down 
equipment or people.

•	DO NOT discharge the bead seating 
tool towards anyone.

•	DO NOT clean a tire with flammable 
solvent before using.

•	DO NOT subject the tank to any 
stress or impact that might  
weaken it.

•	Make sure tire and rim sizes match. 
Mismatched components can cause 
serious injury during inflation.

OPERATION continued
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Check the bead seating tool 
regularly for damage or signs of 
wear, and ensure that the tank 
is inspected inside and out on a 
yearly basis.  
NEVER TIGHTEN OR LOOSEN 
FITTINGS WHILE CYLINDER IS 
CHARGED!

Items to check for:

•	Make sure there are no cracks in 
the tank or fittings.

•	The barrel is not damaged 
or bent and there are no 
obstructions to the barrel.

•	NEVER tighten or loosen 
fittings while the cylinder  
is charged.

DRAINING 
Drain the bead seating tool 
regularly. To do this, hang the 
bead seater up with the barrel 
positioned downward and open 
the air release valve.

ACCESSORY KIT:  
The bead seating tool kit has 
associated accessories which can 
make it more convenient to use. 
A bead seating tool accessory kit 
includes one each of the following:

TIRE STAND (ACCESORY NOT 
INCLUDED) 
A tire stand designed to hold the 
wheel and tire in the best position 
for applying the bead seating tool 
is also available.

TIRE WEDGE (ACCESSORY  
NOT INCLUDED) 
The tire wedge is used to support 
the tire to maximize bead contact 
with the rim. Place the wedge 
under the side of the tire near to 
the valve. This ensures that air 
entering through the valve goes 
into the tire, and does not escape 
straight away. 

WEDGE SAFETY 
A wedge is designed to raise the 
rim off the floor and ensure proper 

bead seating. It helps direct the air 
supply line and prevents excess air 
escape. Position the wedge under 
the tire close to the valve stem. If 
possible, position the tire to cover 
the valve.

LOW PRESSURE AIR LINE 
(ACCESSORY NOT INCLUDED) 
This is a ball-valve operated airline 
which enables the fitter to operate 
the airline connected to the tire 
valve stem easily while handling 
the bead seating tool. Improves 
the safety of the product as the 
operator is in full control of the air 
supply. 

AIR LINE SAFETY 
An air line is designed to deliver 
maximum air volume and control 
by allowing the user to be hands 
free (from air line) during bead 
seating operation. Always use an 
appropriate air line for the type of 
tire you are inflating.

TANK PRESSURE TABLE (Fig. 3A) Use the Tank Pressure Information Table below as a guide for 
recommended starting pressures; individual circumstances may require higher or lower pressures. Increase 
pressure if the bead seating tool does not lift the tire bead far enough. Decrease pressure if the tire bead 
appears to seat at first and then falls off again.

VEHICLE TYPE
TIRE TYPE 
EXAMPLES

SUGGESTED 
TANK PRESSURE TIPS

ATV 16-650-8 
22-11-8 
25-12-9 
24-9-11

40 psi 
(2.7 bar)

Fit on stand, with stand in highest position. Can be fitted 
with the valve at the bottom.

Lawn Tractor 16-650-8 
23-1050-12 
26-12-12

40 - 50 psi 
(2.7 - 3.4 bar)

Use the stand in the highest position.

Car 13” Rims 
14” Rims

50-60 psi 
(3.4 - 4.1 bar)

If difficult, do not place on the stand - lean the rim 
against it. Ensure that valve is covered. Lubricate well.

4X4 15” Rims 
16” Rims

60-80 psi 
(4.1 - 5.4 bar)

FIt in vertical postition. Lubricate well. Ensure that the 
valve is covered by the tire.

Truck 11-22-5 
18-22-5

100 psi (6.8 bar) 
120 psi (8.2 bar)

Can be fitted vertically - i.e. still on the truck. Rotate the 
bead seating tool spout to the correct position. If using 
the stand, use in the lowest position.

Tractor Up tp 28” 
Over 28”

100 psi (6.8 bar) 
120 psi (8.2 bar)

Fit horizontally, position the bottom bead on the rim, 
use the tire wedge.

Large Tractor Terra Tires 
48-31-20 
66-43-25

120 psi (8.2 bar Fit vertically. Roll tire until the back bead is in position.

MAINTENANCE
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Specifications
31443 31444 31445

Dimensions (L x W x H) 23⅝” x 19” x 14⅛” 
(600 x 480 x 360 mm)

25½” x 16½” x 11½”  
(648 X 419 x 292 mm)

25½” x 17” x 11½”  
(648 X 431 x 292 mm)

Tank Material Aluminum Steel Aluminum

Maximum Pressure 120 PSI / 8.25 BAR 120 PSI / 8.25 BAR 120 PSI / 8.25 BAR

Weight 18 lbs / 8.3 kg 26 lbs / 12 kg 11 lbs / 5 kg

Discharge Valve Automatic Manual Automatic

Nitrogen Compatible Nitrogen Compatible Nitrogen Compatible

31443
10 Gallon Aluminum Tank

31444
5 Gallon Steel Tank
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LIMITED LIFETIME WARRANTY: We believe all 
Ken-Tool® customers should be satisfied with the 
performance, quality, and workmanship of whatever 
product they buy. Each Ken-Tool® branded product 
(except Vises, Torque Sticks, and Specialty Sockets) 
is sold with a LIMITED LIFETIME WARRANTY for the 
original purchaser for as long as Ken-Tool® continues to 
manufacture that product. Our products are warranted 
against defects in materials and workmanship. Any 
Ken-Tool® branded product which fails to perform its 
intended function, due to a defect in workmanship or 
material will, at our option, be replaced or repaired 
free of charge. Warranty claims for items that have 
been broken or are no longer useful due to normal 
wear, misuse, abuse, alteration, grinding, or heating, 
will not be honored. 

WARRANTY CLAIM PROCEDURES: For warranty 
consideration, the customer should return the product 
to the place of purchase. A Ken-Tool® sales Agent or 
W.D. representative must verify a customer’s claim 
for warranty. The Agent or W.D. representative should 
then contact Ken-Tool® at 888-536-8665, fax 800-872-
4929 or by email to sales@kentool.com for warranty 
authorization approval.

To be considered for warranty, please provide 
complete information including: part number of 
product; nature of claim or warranty reason; owner’s 
name, address and phone number with email address if 
available; date and place of original purchase; original 
purchase price.

WARRANTY

31445
5 Gallon Aluminum Tank
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Can be used with the following Ken-Tool Products:

36014 T114 EZ TIRE ROTATOR™

36002 4-BAR CAGE36006 3-BAR CAGE36007 PORTABLE WIDE BASE 
AND STANDARD 2-BAR CAGE

36016 EASY-LIFTTM BEAD SEATING STAND

Bead Seating Tools
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